
I strongly oppose the FCC's proposal
to call the Internet an
"information service", as outlined in NPRM 02-33.

This step is not in the public interest and, in my opinion,
is only being done under pressure
by commercial interests.

NPRM 02-33 will ultimately do the public a
great disservice, by classifying an
interactive nearly infinite communications pipeline
known as "broadband access" as an information service,
which it is not.

Broadband access does not deliver an
information service to customers,
rather it is a door through which individuals,
informal coalitions, private interests, non-profit
organizations, and governments can come
and go, to govern, organize, inform, & communicate.
If anything, broadband access is just another
format of mass media.

Moreover the FCC needs to keep in mind that
broadband access, along with TV
and radio broadcasting make up the most powerful
and influential means
of communications ever invented.
The control and regulation of these
mass medias should not be left in the
hands of a few commercial
interests.

It is clearly not in the public good.

Thank you.

Jeffrey Hansell
Alliance for Community Media


